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MILLIMET

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

August 12, 2013 I;lgm ggﬁm
F 603.669.8547
KBAUM@DEVINEMILLIMET.COM

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL AND

ELECTRONIC MAIL

Debra A. Howland

Executive Director

New Hampshire Public Utilities
Commission

21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, NH 03301-2429

Re: Docket No. DE 13-196; Affidavit of Publication
Dear Ms. Howland:

Enclosed for inclusion in the record in the above-referenced proceeding is an
Affidavit off Publication for Order No. 25,553, which was published in the New
Hampshire Union Leader, Valley News & Eagle Tribune on 7/30, 7/31, 2013.

Very truly yours,

=2

Kevin M. Baum

KMB:ec

cc: Electronic Service List

Enclosure
DEVINE, MILLIMET 111 AMHERST STREET T 603.669.1000 MANCHESTER, NH
& BRANCH MANCHESTER F 603.669.8547 CONCORD, NH
PROFESSIONAL NEW HAMPSHIRE DEVINEMILLIMET.COM

ASSOCIATION 03101



A RSO

“MEDIA GROUP

August 7, 2013

AFFIDAVIT

I, Tammy Popp hereby certify that I am employed by the publishers of the Eagle Tribune,

and the following legal notice advertisement, concerning:

Granite State Electric Company d/b/a Liberty Utilities
Was published in the Eagle Tribune as follows:

July 31, 2013

Tammy Popp
Legal Adverttsmg Representative

August 7, 2013

State of Massachusetts
County of Essex

Then, personally appeared before me, Tammy Popp
and declared that the statements in the foregoing were true to
the best of her ability and belief.

Sene A Covvesr

Notary Public
Cpmm : Ene P /4 /8

Tammy Popp +Tpopp@EagleTribune.com 4+978.946.2144 ph 4 978.685-1588 fx 4+ www.nobmg.com




 STATEOF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

. DEY3199 .

GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a LIBERTY UTILITIES

- Request for Adjustment to the Storm Recovery Adjustment Factor

. Order Suspending Tariff and Scheduling Hearing :

o : o ..~ ORDER NO.255s3 : : ,
L - . Julyeso013 L
~On July 17,2013, Granite State Eleciric Company d/b/a Liberty Utilities (Liberty or Company) filed testimony
‘with related schedules and exhibits and a proposed tariff page in support of a request to increase Liberty’s storm |:
recovery adjustment factor. (SRAF). The filing was made pursuant io the terms of a settlement agreement ap-
proved by the Commission in Order No. 25,531 (June 27, 2013) in Docket DE 13-063, Liberty’s 2013 distribution
rate case. In its petition for a distribution rate increase, Liberty requested a number of changes to the storm fund,
including a request to increase the SRAF. In the settlement agreement, the settling parties acknowledged that

_ Liberty had the right to seek an increase to the SRAF outside of the distribution rate casein a separate proceeding.
| The settling parties also agreed that any SRAF approved by the Commission as a result of that proceeding would:
be effective November 1, 2013, In its filing; Liberty. requested that the increase in the SRAF be approved for effect
Wwith services rendered on and after November 1,2013. e o
_The SRAF is a per kilowatt hour (kWh) charge that the Commission approved to allow Liberty to recover the |-
costs of restoring power and repairing damage to its electric system caused by major storms. For purposes of
the storm fund, a major storm is defined as a severe weather event or events causing 30 concurrent troubles and |

15% of customers interrupted or 45 concurrent troubles. ‘Troubles are defined as interruption events occurring on
either primary or secondary lines. e e - -
~ Liberty testified the Company’s storm fund had a deficit balance of $6.1 million a of April 2013. A
 the filing, the deficit results from the Company’s Costs to restore power and repair damage to its electrical system
_related fo three major storms, namely Tropical Storm Irene (August 2011); the October 2011 Snow Storm and
Hurricane Sandy (October 2012). - Liberty attested that all thres storms qualify as major storms based on e
‘number of troubles and customer interrtptions and therefore the costs associated with those storms qualify for
reimbursement from the storm fund. Liberly estimated that the fotal costs assoclated with the three storms was |
approximately $4.0 million. =~ - . -
.. Libertyis presently recovering $120,000 annually from base rates in addition to the currently effective SRAE of
$0.00223 kWh. In its fifing, Liberty requested authority o recover an additional $2.2 million over.a 17 month period
‘to eliminate the storm fund deficit. If this request were granted, the SRAF would increase from the current SRAF
of $0.00223 per kWh to $0.00388 per kWh.  For residential customers using 676 KWh per month. the average use
by residential customers taking default service from Liberty, the total billimpact would be an increase of 1.1% from
$97.21 to $98.32." Other customers would experience increases ranging from 1.1% 1o 1.6%. L !
~_The petition and subsequent docket filings; other than any information for which confidential treatment is re-
quested of or granted by the Commission, will be posted o the Commission’s website at hitp://www.puc.nh.gov/

Regulatory/Docketbk/2013/13-196.html. - L .

~_ Thefiling raises, inter alia, issues related to whether the:costs incurred with the August 2011, October 2011
and Oclober 2012 storms were prudently incurred; whether it is just and reasonable 1o allow Liberty to recover
an additional $2.2 million over.17. months through the SRAF irom ratepayers: whether the resulting rates are just
and reasonable pursuant to RSA 378:5 and 378:7; and whether the resulting rates are generally consistent with
the principles of restructuring pursuant {0 RSA 374-F Each party has the right to have an aitorney represent the

party at the party’s own expense. |
_Based uponthe foregoing; itishereby. . = wman il e i :
~ OBDERED, pursuant to RSA 378:6, (b} , the Commission hereby. suspends Liberty's tariff to allow the filing to
be investigated; and itis . ma s - .
FURTHER ORDERED, that a Technical Session be held at the Commission located at 21 S. Fruit Street, Suite
10, Concord, New Hampshire on September 3, 2013 at 10:00 a.m; o : : :
FURTHER ORDERED, that a Hearing, pursuant to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc:203, be held before the Com-
mission located at 21 8. Fruit St., Suite 10, Concord, New Hampshire on September 25, 2013 at 10:00.a:m.. and
- FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.12, Liberty shall notify all persons
_desiring to be heard at this hearing by publishing a copy of this Order of Notice no later than August 5, 2013;ina
- newspaper with general circulation in those portions of the state in which operations are conducted; publication |-
to be documented by affidavit filed with the Commission on or before August 19, 2013; and itis: s
FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to N.H: Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.17, any party seeking to intervene in
the proceeding shall submit to the Commission seven copies of a Petition o Intervene with copies sent to Liberty
and the Office of the Consumer Advocate on or before August 19, 2013, such Petition stating the facts demonstrat:
ing how its rights, duties, privileges, immunities or other substantial interest may. be affecied by the proceeding,
as required by N.H. Code Admin. Rule Puc 203.17 and RSA541-A32,(b);and ftis = /0 7 =
FURTHER ORDERED, that any party objecting to a Pétition to Intervene make said Obijection on or before
August30, 2013. o - s e Gl e e ,  S
By order.of the Public Utilities Commission of New Hampshire this twenty-fifth day of July, 2013, & S
- : o ©. - Amy L Ignatius, Chairman
' chael D. Harrington, Commissioner
~Robert R. Scott ,Commissioner
Lhal . Attested by:
Debra A. Howland
- Executive Director

o




UNION LEADER CORPORATION

P O BOX 9513
MANCHESTER, NH 03108

0000171392
LIBERTY UTILITES
ATTN ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
11 NORTHEASTERN BLVD
SALEM NH 03079

I hereby certify that the legal notice: (0000778680) ORDER NO. 25,553
was published in the New Hampshire Union Leader

On:

07/31/2018.

State of New Hampshire
Hillsborough County

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

3/ day of C)/ﬁ &/ ~20/3
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMBISSION
_DE 13-186

GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC CO&i?ﬁNY -

- dlbla LIBERTY UTILITIES
{“Reguest for Adjustment to the Sicrm
n Recovery Adjestment Factor

Order Suspending Tariff and Se&eésﬁng

Hearing
ORDERNO. 25,553
dJuly 25,2013
On July 17;2013; Granite State Eleciric
Company d/b/a Liberty Utilities (Liberty
or. Company) filed testimony. with related
schedules and exhibits and a proposed

tarifi page in support of a request to in-

crease Liberty's storm recovery adjustaient
facior (SRAP). The filing-was made pursu-
ant to the terms of a settlement agrecment
approved by the Commission in Order
Mo, 25531 Yune 27, 2013) in Docket DE
13-063. Liberty's 2013 distribution raie
se ln its petition for a distribution rate
increase, Liberty requested a number of
changes to the storm fund, including a

request to increase the SRAF: In the settle-

ment agreement, the settling parties
acknowledged that Liberty had the right to

seek anincrease to the SRAF outside of the

distribution rate case in a separate pro-

ceeding. The settling parties also agreed -

/- that any SRAF approved by the Commis-

. sion as a result of that proceeding would

| beelfective November 1, 2013, In its filing,
~Liberty requested that the Increase in the
"“SRAF be approved for effect with services
rendered on and after November 1, 2013.

The SRAF is a per kilowatt hour. (kWh) .

charge that the Commission approved fo
allow Liberty L recover the costs of restor-
ing power and. repairing damage (o ils
elecivic sysiem caused by major storms.
For purposes of the storm fund, a major
‘ft{zm is defined as a severe weather event
causing 30 concurrent troubles
and 15% of customers interrupted or 45
concurrent troubles. Troubles are defined
as interruption events occurring on either
primary or secondary. lines.

Liberty testified the Company's storm
fund had a deficit balance of $6.1 million
as of April 2013, According lo the filing,
the deficit results from the. Company's.

< "costs to resiore power and repair damage
\-to_1is clectrical ‘system related to three
- major storms, namely Tropical Storm Irene
{August 2011), the October 2011 - Snow.
Storm _and . Hurricane Sandy (October
-2019).
Liberty altested. that all three storms
+ qualify as major storms based on the num-

berof troubles and customer interruptions.;

i-and_ thereforesthe: costs associated with
. those 'storms. qualify. for: reimbursement
i from the storm fund. Liberty estimated
that the tofal costs associated: with the
three storms, was approximately $4.0 mil-
i lion. Liberty is. presently. recovering
§120.000 annually” from base rales in
addition {o the currently, effective SRAF of
5000223 kWh. In its filing, Liberly re-
uesied authority to recover ancadditional
52,2 million over.a’17. month period to
eliminate the storm fund:deficit. If:this
‘request were granted, the’ SRAF:would
increase from . the  current SRAF ol
50,00223 per kWh to $0.00388 per kWh.:
For residential customers using:676 kWh
per-month, the average use by residential
customers taking :default-service from Li-
berty, the total bill impact would beian
iricreage of 1.19% from:$97.21 to: $98.32:
Other customers: would: experience in:
Creases ranging from 1.1% 10°1.6%:

The petition.and subsequent docket:

filings, other than any. information for
which confidential treatment is requested
of-or granted by the Commission, will be
posted: o the: Commission's ‘website: at

‘ ackeibk/QOlB[}B 196 himl,

“tp: whether the

resultls

P

a}xa 13511@3 rehted

August 2011; October 2011 and Oc*obor

) ‘7019 iorms - were: prudently  incurred;

whether it is just and reasonable to allow

Liberty {o recover an additional $2.2 mil-

fion over 17 months through' the SRAF.
from ratepayers: whether the resuliing
raies are just and reasonable pursuant to
RSA 2785 and 378:7; and whether the
v rales are gereral y. consistent
withihe pnncxples of restructuring purst-
ant {0 54 374:F. Each party has the right
to have an atlorney represent the party at
fhe pariy’s oWn.cypense.

Bassd upen the foregoing, it is herzhy

ORDERED, pursuant to RoA 378:6,1(b),
{ie Commission hercby suspends Liberty's
tarilf ip allow the filing to be investigated;
andibis

FURTHER ORDERED. that a Technical
Sesston be held at the Commission located
at 21 S. Fruit Street, Suile 10, Concord,
New Hampshlra on September 3, "013 at

1000 am;

FURTHER ORDERED, that a Hearmg
“pursdant to NH: Code Admin. Rules Puc
203, pe peld before the Commission lo-
éated 21 218 Fruit St, Suite 10, Concord,
New Hampshireon September 25 201¢ at
10:00 am; and it is

FURTAEZR ORDERED, thal pursuant o
N.H Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.12, Li-
berly shall nolify all persons desiring to be
heard at this hearing by publishing a copy
af this Orrler of Notice no later than August
52013, ina newspaper with general cir-
culation in those portions of the state in
which operations are conducted, publica-
tion to be documented. by affidavit iled
with the Commission on or beforb August
19,2013 anditls.

I %ﬁéﬁ CORDERED, that puru?

“TRules Puc 20317, any

arty s ‘5 intervene in the proceed-
ing shall sunmit 1o the Commission seven
copics of a Petition to Intervene with copies
fsent o leexiy and the Office of the Con-
; stmer Advocate on or before August 19,

{9013, such Petition stating the facts dem:
i onstrating  how . its rxghts dutics,
privileges, immunities or other substantial
interestmay be affected by the proceeding,
as required by N.H: Code Admin; Rule Pue
90317 and RSA 541-4:32,1(b); and it 15

FURTHER ORDERED, that any parly
objecting to a Petition to Intervene make
said Objection on or. before August 30,
2013,

By arder of the Public Uuhﬁes Cominis-
sion of New Hampshire this. tweniy-filth
day of July, 2013 ;

Amy L Igmtius Chairman
§ chhaei D. Harringtonm Commissionier
‘ Robert R Scolt, Commissioner
Attested by;

= Debra A-Howland

Executive Direcior

{UL - July 51
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The newspaper of the Upper Connecticut River Valley

Valley News

Mailing Address: Box 877 White River Jct., VT 05001-0877 © Plant Location: 24 Interchange Drive, W. Lebanon, NH 03784-2084 ¢ Telephone: 603/298-8711 FAX: 603/298-0212

July 30, 2013

AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

I, Kelly T. Vigue, hereby certify that the attached Legal Notice was advertised in the
Valley News, a daily newspaper, published in Grafton County, state of New Hampshire
on Tuesday, July 30, 2013.

RE: Liberty Utilities- DE 13-196

Signed %ﬁ b Vital
Kelly T. Vi/gue
Customer Relations Manager

County of Grafton
State of New Hampshire

Affirmed before me, this 3O day of éi s . 2013.
\‘ AMY S. TIBBETTS, Notary Public
WS}

. l~4.< L .
Sighed VOSSN NYCXU T, Commission Expires: My Commission Expires February 6, 2018
= ~ —— N
SYEY,
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STATE OF
NEW.HAMPSHIRE
PUBLAC UTILITIES

COMMISSION

DE 13-19

GRANITE STATE -
ELECTRIC COMPANY
d/b/a LIBERTY UTILITIES

Request for ‘Adjustment to
the Storm Recovery
| Adjustment ‘Factor
. Order:Suspending Tariff and
Scheduling'Hearing
OR D E'R/ N 0:25,553
+July:25,:2013

On.duly. 17, 2013, -Granite
State” ‘Ejectric Company
d/b/a:Liberty Utilities (Lib-
erty or Company) filed testi-
mony . with related schedules
and exhibits and a proposed
fariff 'page in support’of are-
quest 1o “increase  Liberty’s
storm recovery .adjustment
factor - (SRAF). The -filing
was' . made pursuant to the
terms of a settlement agree:
ment approved. by the Com-
mission in-Order No. 25,531
(June"27,72013) i Docket DE
13-063, Liberty’s-2013 distribu-
fion rate casé. In:its petition
for=a=distribution-=rate-~in-
crease,Liberfy -requested ‘a
number :of . changes ‘to. the
storm:fund, zincluding-a:re-
quest fo increase the SRAF.
In the ‘settlement agreement,

the settling” parties ‘acknowi: "

edged “that''Liberty ‘had ‘the
right :fo seek.an_ increase to
| the SRAF outside of the dis-
~ tribution rate case in a separ-
- ate_proceeding. The seftling
parties also.agreed. that-any
. SRAF approved by the Com-

- mission. as.a result of that

proceeding would be effective
November 1,.2013. In-its fil-
ing, Liberty . requested. that
theincreaserin ‘the SRAFE be
approved for-effect with ser-
vices rendered on and after
November 1,°2013,

The SRAF is a‘per Kilowatt
houri(kWh) charge that the
Commission approved fo al-
low Liberty i recover “ihe
costs of restoring power and
repairing damage-io its elec-
tric_system caused by ‘major
storms.For. purposes .of. the
storm fund, a major_stormis
defined as’'a severe weather
event or.events' causing 30
concurrent troubles and. 15%
of customers. interrupted or
45 concurrent troubles.  Trou-

- bles are defined as interrup-
. fion events occurring on ‘ei-
fther primary “or. secondary

lines.

i Liberty testified the

Company’s'storm fund ‘had a
deficit-balance of:$6.1 ‘million
as of April 2013::According to
the filing,.the deficit results
from :the. Company’s  costs to
restore . power. -and - repair
damage. to its elecirical ‘sys-
temn ‘related ‘to “three ‘major
storms,“-namely - Tropical

< Stormedrene = (August-2011),

the October:2011:Snow :Storm
and Hurricane Sandy:(Octo-
ber: 2012). -Liberty. attested
thai all three storms qualify
as major storms based on the
number:of:froubles-and:cus-
fomer - - interruptions: ‘and
therefore the costs associated
with those. storms gualify for

- reimbursement  from  the

storm fund. Liberty estimat-
ed that the fotal ‘costs ‘asso-
ciated with the three storms,
was approximately '$4.0- mil-
lion..

Liberty is presently recover-
ing $120,000 annually from
base rates in addition o fhe
currently. effective "SRAF of
$0.00223 kWh. “In its filing,
Liberty requested authority
to.recover an additional $2.2
million"over ‘a 17 monih: peri-
od: to eliminate.ithe.:storm
fund deficit. :If./this..request
were  granted, the SRAF
would increase from the cur-
rent. SRAF -of . $0.00223 per
kWh 1o $0.00388 per kWh.:For

| residential customers using
= 676 KWh per_month, the aver:

age dse by residential .cus-
fomers taking default service
from Liberty, the foial bili

asday, July 30, 2013

1000 LEGALS

[impact-would:be ‘an-increase
lof 1:19 from $97.21'10:$98:32:
“Other.‘customers ‘would expe:
‘rience . increases iiranging
from’1.19 10.1.6%,

 The pefition and subsequent
. docket filings, other than any
nformation:for which confi-
| dentiat :treatment-is_request-
i ed of or granted.by:the Com-
| mission, will be postedto the
| Commission’s “website " af
Uhtp://www.puc.nh,gov/Reg-
ulatory/7Dock-
. etbk/2013/13-196.htm: -

The filing .raises, inter. alia,
issues related.to whether, the
costs incurred with.the .Au-
gust;2011,~October-2011 -and
October 2012 storms “were
prudently‘incurred; whether
it isijust and reasonable'to al+
fow:Liberty to recover an ad-
ditional $2.2 million"over-17
monihs. .through the . SRAF
from ratepayers; whether the
resulting rates are just and
reasonable pursuant 1o RSA
378:5 and 378:7; ;and .whether
the resulting rates are gener-
ally -consistent with .the .prin:
ciples of restructuring pursu-
ant 10 'RSA374-F Each party
has the right to :have an’at-
torneyrepresent the'party-at
the parfy’s’own expense.

Based ‘ﬁpon the foregoing, i
is}hereby ; ;

| ORDERED, pursuant to RSA
378:6, (b}, the Commission

hereby:. suspends.: Liberty’s.:

1o tariff o allow.the filing 1o be
g investigated; and.it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that
| ‘a Technical ‘Session be held
"at the ‘Commissionlocated ‘af

21 S:-Fruit-Sireet; Suite 10,

Concord, New.Hampshire on,

FURTHER ORDERED, that
a Hearing, pursuant fo N.H.
Code AdminiiRules Pue 203,
be ‘held. before:-the Commis-.:
sion-located-at:21:5: Fruit St,
Sufte 110, "Concord, New
Hampshire on September 25,
2013 at 10:00 3. m.; and’it is

FURTHER ORDERED that
pursuant “to N H." Code ‘Ad-
min. Rules. Puc.203.12,-Liber-
ty shall.notify_al| persons de-
siring  to:'be "heard at this
hearing by publishing a copy
of this Order of Notice no lat-
er-than. August.s, 2013,.in-a
newspaper with general: ¢ir-
culation:in those portions ‘of
the state in:which:.operations
are conducted, publication to
he ‘documented by “affidavit
filed with' the' Commission ‘on
or ‘before’ August 19, 2013;and
it ig

FURTHER ORDERED, ihat”
pursuvant to N.H. Code Ad:
min. "Rules Puc 203,17, any
party seeking fo intervens’in
the proceeding shall submit
fo the Commission seven cop-
ies of ‘a“Petition 1o Intervene
with ‘copies sentito Liberty
and the Office of “the* Consy-
mer Advocate ‘on ‘o before
August 19,°2013, stch Petition
stating the facts demonstrai-
ing how - its rights, duties,
| privileges, immunities or oth-
; er ‘substantial interest may
| be -affected by the proceed-
ing, as required by N H: Code
. Admin. Rule Puc 2037 ‘and
- RSA 541-A132,1(0); and itiis

"FURTHER ORDERED, that
any party objecting to a Peti-
i~lion"to Intervene make said
[ -Objection. on’ or before. ‘Au-

| gust 30, 2013,

By..order. of the Public:Util-

| ities -Commission of - New

Hampshire “this- twenty-fifth

« | day of July, 2013

Amy L ignativs

i Chairman :

. Michael.D. Harrington

. Commissioner
Robert.R, Scott
Commissioner

September 3, 2013 &} 10:00
a.m;

Aftested py:
Debra A. Howland
Execuﬁvg Director,




